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      11th January 2008
Hi To All
Happy happy to all of you and may 2008 be the year of Animal Rights in South Africa!  What a fantastic year 2007 was……
From animal rights concerts and days in Durban, Johannesburg and Cape Town, to film festivals to protests, to an incredible number of letters finding their way into print, all of you have helped to lay a fantastic foundation for an even better 12 months in 2008.
One of the most exciting features was the animal activist training days launched by Beauty without Cruelty which helped all of us to learn so much more about being effective campaigners (and it paid off magnificently).  We hope to continue these to help all of our wonderful (and many) newbies that have come on board over the last six months and we will start once again in the Cape Town area and are hoping this year to branch out to Durban, PE and Grahamstown.

The film festivals and the rock concerts helped bring many more converts on board – a great way to attract the hearts and the minds of our youth and alternative thinkers.

This leads me to the amazing support we had from the music industry and local bands (I’ve become such a groupie at the age of 46; I can’t but help it), to the vocal support of all of you at protests (of which there were many), to the unbelievable amount of newspaper coverage we have managed to garner this year – YES, we can honestly say that although we might still be in our infancy, we can say that we are being heard.
Let’s do some recapping of the last couple of months:

BWC AWARENESS DAY

What an absolutely wonderful day this was.  
The music was superb thanks to Jon Monsoon from Darkpaw Entertainment, thanks to the bands Reburn and of course, 12th Avenue.  Alex, you worked your butt off to help us make this a success – how can I ever thank you.
We cannot thank the Lanzerac enough got allowing us to have the most amazing venue – what a place.  Definitely a venue for those long breakfasts or long lunches that we Capetonians love so much and the moment my funds look more upbeat, I will be there.

Thanks also the Sitewise and Clint for the loan of all the tables at no charge as well as the couriers who fetched and carried for nothing HB Express.

We cannot thank you enough for your support.

It was a wonderful day with representatives from Whalemark, TEARS, Animal Welfare Society Stellenbosch, the Ban Canned Hunting Campaign, Good Hope SPCA, the vegan stand, the Anti-Foie Gras Campaign and of course, selling tickets for the Lion Park and Tamsin selling Bunnyhugger T-shirts (isn’t it time we all wore more T-shirts telling the world the truth?)

The food was great, the people were lovely and with Jacques from Life is Magical showing us his magic repertoire and Wynter telling us on how to better open communcations with our animals, we can only deem the day a great success.  We had one fantastic stall selling the most amazing jewellery – sometimes it’s safe to be broke as the most beautiful items were on sale.
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Some early birds enjoying the day

Thank you again to all of you who helped make this day a success – the requests for another day next year have been overwhelming, so keep the first weekend (Sunday) of December free for another fun day.
INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL RIGHTS DAY DEMOS

In Cape Town, we decided on having it outside Newspaper House in St. Georges Mall so as to make the most of the town foot traffic as well as to attempt to get the issue into the news (no luck there).
Things got heated – in the end it was less of a demo and more of people in major discussions with passersby as comments were thrown and challenged, in some cases quite aggressively from both sides.

One thing I still find very sad is how childish so many passersby can be and how sad it is to see young people making crude and ugly comments.

However, we made our stand, got our point across and got a lot more support than expected as well, as well as signing up a couple more people to the network lists – welcome aboard!
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Some of our younger supporters getting into the swing of thing
[image: image3.jpg]



Getting ready
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The message was clear

To those 20 to 25 people who pitched up (some of you all the way from Stellenbosch) – thank you all.  I personally had a blast.

Tamsin managed to convert a police person as well – will give you an update on that in the next issue.

It was a great success and I know that I will see you all and many many more next year – same time, most prob different place.

[image: image5.jpg]



Special kudos to our teen supporters – you guys ROCK!
ANTI WHALING DEMO PRETORIA

As another part of International Animal Rights Day, our activists in Gauteng led by Anastasya, Sarah, Anne and Michele with support by all, took to the streets outside the Japanese Embassy to protest the continuation of the whaling industry.

40 people (magnificent turnout – well done) pitched to give voice to their feelings around this issues.

Their message was also clear:

We will not stand by and watch Japan slaughter thousands of innocent whales and dolphins. Japan must hear and respect world opinion and give up their untenable bloody and cruel acts of genocide, killing and capture, against the whales and dolphins. 

The protesters will be calling on the Japanese government to show some courage and compassion and stop their country's cruel and inhuman killing of whales and dolphins. 

They will be urging them to initiate change in their country's attitude to cetaceans, to abolish whaling and dolphin slaughter and to embrace the opportunity to work with the international community to protect the whales and dolphins. 
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Again – the message is quite clear
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Protestors doing their thing
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Yes Japan – STOP KILLING WHALES
I would like to take this opportunity to make special mention of the fact that for the first time it was so amazing to see so many guys at the protests.  

For too long, people have been under the misapprehension that being a Bunnyhugger is a female thing – guys, are you showing them just how sexy it is for a man to be compassionate (I’m sure there is a “real men ……..” T-shirt in there – please do come up with some ideas.
At the same time, something strange was happening down in Cape Town.

People unknown calling themselves the Merpeople seem to have gotten up early to put together a HUIGE message on the lawns outside the Japanese Consulate here. 

Although I don’t have the best picture, you can see the message quite clearly on the lawn…
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It reads JAPAN STOP KILLING WHALES
Well done to all who made these events happen and to all who pitched.
You are very special, special people who walk the walk !

And after all of that wonderful news, back to reality with a fur issue that just will not go away:

MALLS ALLOWING FUR TO BE SOLD
After a couple of months of letter going to and fro from us to Caroline Ohlsen clothing, the Constantia Village Shopping Centre Management and again at the V & A Waterfront, and after being re-assured by the Constantia Village Centre Management that they agree with us wholeheartedly that fur should not be sold, we have to tell you that FUR is still being sold on these premises and that we and our concerns are being ignored.

The V & A Waterfront are making an effort and are in negotiations with us to learn more about the subject and make changes in their policies.

In conjunction with fabulous people like Tamsin, Nikki and others, Beryl from BWC came up with a brainwave out of our brainstorming emails that we need to start a campaign aimed at asking malls around the country to  start looking at a no-fur policy in their leases; in other words, we will attempt to ensure that as part of the lease agreements, a chapter will ensure that leaseholders are aware that malls signing up to the campaign will not allow fur (a really unnecessary item) to be sold from their mall premises.

In return, BWC will give them a special plaque to hang up (wording still to be agreed on) to advertise their compassionate stance.

Further to that, www.sentience.co.za will also advertise all those malls who have taken that step.

Two things:

We, first of all, need a campaign manager who will focus on this campaign.  We will of course, give all the support that we can, but it does need one person to focus on the project as well as give as much of their free time to make this all happen.

We need someone who has the guts to hang in there in the face of rejection and who is willing to put the hours and time in to making this all happen.

Please do call me if you are willing to tackle this issue on 021 – 559 7324 or mail me on ljane@bunnyhuggers.co.za
Secondly, Tamsin has already gotten the project started by organizing a gathering outside the Constantia Village Shopping Mall on Saturday 26th January from 11 am to 14:00 pm at the robots leading into the main entrance.

Our main aim is to educate the public on the fur issue and to get the public to stop buying this product from those that still peddle it.  I think if the public knew a little bit more about the abuses that occur in the industry, they will swear off buying the items in the future.

Also, we wish to take the opportunity to encourage those that are still selling fur and those who allow the sale of fur on their premises to learn more and hopefully in that way, take this time to think about changing over to a stronger stance against cruelty and to show off a more ethical way of doing business.

I hope to see every single caring activist in Cape Town there.  
Let’s make a strong statement against cruelty and for compassion.
If you need any further info on the event, please do call me or speak to Tamsin on 084 778 1215.
I would like to request, if possible, that all of you please make up one poster each.

Possible websites to find potential ideas to download and copy:

www.caft.org
www.rabbitfur.org
www.bwcsa.co.za
www.furisdead.org
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MESSAGE FROM BERYL – CHAIRPERSON OF BEAUTY WITHOUT CRUELTY
People often asked us how much BWC charges cosmetic companies for our humane endorsement? The answer is - NOTHING!! 

There is absolutely no charge involved when we investigate the humane claims of cosmetic/household product companies and, if they are eligible for inclusion on the BWC approved product guide, they are NOT charged a cent to appear on the list! So, if a company tells you any differently, please refer them to us and we will deal with them. 
 

Beauty without Cruelty has had the most amazingly successful 2007 and we sincerely thank all of you who have supported us by donating your time and money to helping us make it happen! 

BWC is not subsidised in any way and, financially, we are totally dependent on our members, supporters and friends' generosity. 
BWC has, I think, been more than generous in helping smaller organisation with their various projects in the past, but the time has come for us to channel our funds into our own projects only and we need your help to keep the financial channels open!
In 2007 we have created a tremendous amount of interest in the cause and have, through our Animal Activist Training Sessions, Animal Rights Film Festival, Animal Rights Rock Concert, Animal Awareness Day, information displays, protests, lobbying, TV and radio interviews, press coverage, education programme and many other events, stirred the public conscience.  

We have been rewarded with a huge number of people offering their help, signing vegan and no foie gras pledges and, so importantly, many people who have particular talents or expertise, have offered us their help and support. 
We realise that not everyone can offer their active support to the cause, but just as importantly, we need your financial help to enable us to keep going. We need money to help pay for the printing of leaflets, posters, school educational kits, banners, DVD's, stationary and many other items and we hope that, if you are unable to help us physically, you will either take out a BWC subscription (or give one as a Christmas stocking filler!), make a donation, or help to raise funds for the charity. If you approve of what we have achieved in 2007, please help us to make 2008 just as successful!
 

On behalf of all at BWC, I hope you have a happy and peaceful festive season and an amazing, cruelty-free new year! 

Love, 
Beryl Scott,
BWC
Only a pleasure, Beryl, and I know others are grateful for the support BWC affords so many of the smaller organisations in getting their projects of the ground.
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FEEDBACK FROM ACTIVISTS AND THEIR FEELINGS ON THE WORK DONE
I really enjoyed the animal awareness day, thought it was a real kickass event, except...if the venue was closer to town or so, more people would have attended. Personally i know a lot of people that wanted to come, but couldn't make it because of the distance. The target group should be kept in mind, for instance a lot if not most of the younger potentials do not have transport to places outside public transport zones.
 
About the protest, thought that was also kickass...could have been more mobile though, atleast half the time. And the other thing is, there was not a lot of consistency in the message we were projecting. 
 
For instance banners that promote free-range next to banners that promote veganism rather. That was very troubling. We should stand together on the subject to create a bigger impact. If we want to help animals, we can't be going halfway...we have to lead by example. Vegetarianism is not helping...enough.
 

Next time, we can organize more vegan info. Info that covers health, environmental and ethical issues. Maybe a stand as well, with more pamphlets & booklets. We lacked enough good informative pamphlets covering all areas.
Estelle

International Animal Rights Day Protest – Feedback London
It was PISSING down with rain but thankfully Uncaged had loads of lanterns with tea light candles so possible disaster was averted. 
The presentation etc was fantastic with the HUGEST television on the back of a truck and I yelled when they read out the message from you (as promised!) I took some bloody amazing pictures (if I do say so myself) and then somehow managed to lose all of them when transferring to my laptop last night. Gutted :o( 
There were about 250 - 300 people I estimate and the march drew loads of attention (it is dark by 4pm here so the candles made us very noticeable - that and the fact we were walking down the middle of the road surrounded by coppers). Unfortunately aside from 2 set banners we were not allowed to bring any placards or noisemakers etc so unless people saw us coming from head on and read the front banner, they had no idea what we were marching for. 
As there were a few Krishna's (who kindly brought Vegan cake and herbal tea for all) who were dancing around coupled with the candles I think many people may have thought it was a religious march!

There were loads of cameras and video cams around, some press and some uncaged so am sure they will have a very visual report out soon.
Kerbear

I just this moment received the following response from the centre management at Howard Centre where I manned the stand a few weeks ago.

She almost cancelled the stand to begin with and I managed to turn her around to the point that at the end of the day she invited me to her office and we chatted and she came to my car to get one of every pamphlet!  This is what she wrote me today:

 

"I haven't had a chance to watch Behind the Mask. But I did have a chance to read the pamphlets, that same evening in fact. 
And I'm happy to say I've been a committed vegetarian for 2 and a half weeks now and that I've never slept better.
 I initially thought I could gently phase out the free range chicken or something and make what I referred to in my head as "educated compromises" but I'm delighted to say that I can't stomach meat:-) I was at a braai about a week after we spoke and I tried to do the chicken thing. And I couldn't. I felt grossly ill afterwards. That's probably been the biggest surprise." 
 

Isn't that wonderful.  I need to work on her re dairy and eggs, but it will come.

Karen 
It is my absolute pleasure to brag about my latest hero and friend, Suzette Ludeke. Suzette discovered a live chicken in a bag inside a burning car. She rescued the chicken, took it to the vet and saved its life. I don't know about any of you, but I think that deserves a massive Noddy Badge. No wait, it deserves a star being named after Suzette. No wait, she IS a star!!! Please email her on sludeke@telkomsa.net and tell her how amazing she is. Because she is and I said so.  :)

Good news number two:

Hands up who remembers the two Bloemfontein Zoo tigers case!!! 
For those of you who don't remember, make a

choice: a) sorry you are getting old - I know it sucks or b) read my damn emails next time - I am not ruining a manicure for nothing pal!!

Anyway, the ethics committee came back with the attached. We did not get zoos to shut down, but we damn well got an improvement of procedures and processes and quite frankly, I feel good about it.
Nikki
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Some Cape Town activists at their End of Year Lunch

Hi-Q is using a chimpanzee in their tv adverts. 

Please tell Hi-Q just how appalled you are by the fact that these intelligent animals are being exploited for 'entertainment'! (And we all know that they have to be beaten into submission to be 'trained'.) 

You can send a msg using their website at http://www.hiq.co.za/ (Click on the envelope in the top right corner of the page.) Or use the details below:

Tel: 011 394 3150

Fax: 011 394 3340

Sarah

If anyone would like a Say NO To Animals In Pet Shops bumper sticker, they can email me their postal address at sarahharrison123@gmail.com and I will post them some bumper stickers free of charge! :-) 
Sarah
LETTERS

The circus returned to Fourways on 6 December. My question, as always, is who let them in? Which intelligent, self-respecting human being decided that it would be a good idea to let the circus pollute our children's minds with their antiquated ideas once again? I already know the answer: all of us. 
Every person who didn't tear down circus posters and picket outside the circus last time they were here, has let the circus back into town, and it is the circus animals, and our children, who pay the price.
In most circuses (and no circus that I know of has bothered to prove that they do not fall into this category) the animals are confined to stuffy, cramped trucks during transportation, which for a travelling circus occurs a great deal. They are also permanently restrained on site.
This is already an abuse which, in my opinion, should be outlawed, but this is not nearly the worst of it. To force the animals to 'accept' this unnatural and oppressive lifestyle, the animals in most circuses have to be cruelly beaten regularly. (I do not feel that I need to prove this fact: it is common sense that violence is the quickest way to force an animal to act contrary to its nature.) 
Although it may be true that the practice of nailing an animal's foot to the floor is no longer used, in most circuses, animals are not trained with love and rewards, the way you may train your dog to sit, but with hooks, chains and torture. For most circus animals, life is one of misery and constant fear, and this is not fair. In fact, this is slavery.   
However, my main concern, is the problem of what circuses teach our children: disrespect for wildlife, the idea that nature can be distorted for our own entertainment, and that bending another to one's will, for their entire life, is a lucrative business. It is exactly this kind of mentality – this idea that anyone who is different from us is ours to exploit – that allowed slavery, the oppression of women, and apartheid to continue for so long. 
It is time that we told the circus that it is no longer welcome here.   

Please boycott the circus, and ask your friends and family to do the same. 

See the following websites for more information: 

www.circuses.com
www.animalrightsafrica.org
Warm regards,
Sarah Harrison
(Bryanston)

AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST – EDITORS MISSION FOR 2008

Although of course, I will be organising many, many other events and supporting other campaigns, there are two things that once again have really gotten to me in the last year.

Firstly, I spent my New Year’s Eve either under the bed trying to get my cats out from where they were hiding in sheer panic from all the fireworks noise as well as cleaning up after a puppy who had soiled herself and most of the house in terror.  Another dog ended up trembling the whole night and hid underneath the duvet, from where I couldn’t get her out for the next 12 hours.

Further to that, my husband ended up out on the street trying to stop people from letting off any more of those “thunder” explosive devices and I say ENOUGH.

You all know where to find the petition to sign on the petition site – for those of you who don’t, here is the info once again to send out to as many people as possible:

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/ban-fireworks-in-south-africa
If it is the last thing I do this year, I will get this issue out there and hopefully will go a long way to banning fireworks.

And this brings me to my next bugbear – who and where are all of you?

I am not talking about those of you who I see at EVERY protest, who I hear from just about daily (I love it), who keep me updated regularly on what is being done and who constantly write those letters and raise those funds and attend the events.

I am talking about the others, who I have only ever heard from once.  They have signed up, some have giving me huge long lectures on what the animal rights movement should be dojng, some have even told me how useless we are and then have disappeared off the face of the earth never to be heard from or seen again.

The fireworks petition is a good example – this newsletter goes out to now close on 1 500 people and yet the petition only stands at 545 signatures.  

Perhaps there are people who are afraid of protests and events, maybe there are some who think they might be arrested, maybe some are afraid to write letters to the newspapers in case they might be victimised or maybe you are all doing fantastic work and just not telling us…..

Share your concerns if any of the above is applicable – let’s talk and get these issues out in the open.  Let’s get you out there and talking – PLEASE.

To continue our work, we need ALL OF YOUR VOICES TO BE HEARD – we need to see 100’s of you at the protests, we need to hear from you about what you are doing, we want to see your feedback and letters, we want to know more about you and how you feel you can contribute.

PLEASE – we need you all. If you are not doing anything or saying anything, you are just as responsible for continuing to allow cruelty to happen. 

Don’t do that – SPEAK OUT !

And on that note – this is where I will love you and leave you.

Speak to you all again soon.
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