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      13th August 2007
Hi To All
WOW, the events, actions and letters are flying fast and furious around all the issues that have arisen over the last couple of weeks. 

· First of all, the husky justice case had you all writing furiously into newspapers and other media.  

· We argued with the NSPCA for publicly declaring our Animal Protection Act to be outstanding as it undermines all our efforts to get it changed.

· We continued to argue when they declared the husky case to be a shining example of how animals can receive justice in our country.

· We then went into battle mode, coming out strongly on the side of the wonderful work done by the SPCA around King Williams Town with regard to the unbelievably savage behaviour against pigs that were involved in an accident in the Eastern Cape – we will keep you updated as we get info.

All of this has shown what a difference we can start to make when we allow our voices to be heard in public and we speak out loudly and clearly for those who have no voice !!!

Message from Karen Johnson
I am taking the liberty of posting this message from Karen, one of our newer activists, who is doing some outstanding work in whatever little free time she has for the cause.

She spent a day doing a stand at a shopping mall, which I will discuss in the next article in detail, but I felt that her heartfelt message should be heard by all of us.

Very proud of you, Karen !
Lejane tells me that the AANN goes out to +-900 subscribers and that only 25 - 50 will turn up to a demonstration.  The Husky trial in Delmas elicited national outrage, yet only 40 - 60 animal activists turned up to represent the animals. 
I am tired of being part of the problem.  I'm tired of waiting for someone else to make it happen.  I recently awoke to veganism and the blinkers came off my eyes suddenly.  I felt the need to do something now, today that will make a difference for animals and humans in this world.  
So I manned a Kind Food Stand last Saturday in the Long Beach Mall.  I recommend it highly.  I was in my element.  It was so great to connect with like minded people.  Yes! They are out there and we shared experiences.  
A lady told me about her regular trips to the Karoo.  At first she would see the many lambs in the fields along the road and think "how sweet".  Until one day it dawned on her that - wait a minute, there are always lambs, they never grow up and the sheep never have wool coats in the cold of winter when they need them most.  Now she says she can't bear to look at the sweet lambs, that will never grow up to see adulthood.  We cried together!  I am silly and I had to pull myself together, but I think it was also tears of joy that among these ordinary Saturday morning shoppers, there are people who do care about animals and that together we can make a difference; if we could just drag ourselves away from the television!
 

The stand was donated by Long Beach Mall and I was pleasantly surprised to discover that the Centre Manager is a vegetarian!  
I had loads of pamphlets, magazines, stickers and kind food bands all generously sponsored by Louise van der Merwe of Compassion in World Farming, Beryl Scott of Beauty Without Cruelty and Lejane Hardy of The Animal Activist Newsletter.  Thank you to these three special people for all your help and for really going the extra mile for our unconditionally loving and forgiving animal friends.  

 

The stand was great!  I met so many people who really care about animals.  They had tears in their eyes and their voices were filled with outrage.  Nearly every one of them thanked me for having the stand, they thanked me for fighting for animal rights - now isn't that positive feedback!

Many just felt so hopeless like we can never make a difference and it was great to be able to uplift them with positive news about the accomplishments of CIWF listed on the Kind Food Guide, for example, Woolworths' commitment to ensuring that their Ayeshire milk does not contain any antibiotics or growth hormones and the calves will have a good life until at least 18 months of age; and the Humane Education Trust obtaining official acceptance for humane education in the environmental programme of the revised national curriculum since 2004.  
One couple were saying they feel so powerless and I said that they underestimated their purchasing power, that they vote with the money they spend.  BWC's white list of approved companies was much in demand.  Another lady seemed so sad about eating meat and said its so hard to be vegetarian, when I suggested that she doesn't have to do everything at once and why not start by having just one vegetarian meal a week, it was like a light came on in her eyes, her face lit up and she looked full of hope and optimism.  The Animals Matter to Me petition was a wonderful way of asking for a contribution and made them feel like they were doing something constructive, especially since South Africans are leading the signature list in this campaign.

 
Two teachers asked for teaching materials and I e-mailed them the HET website.  I plan to take printed information sheets with next time.  I didn't get one heckler, which I thought was amazing.  People were often so upset by the pictures on some of the pamphlets and they couldn't bear to look, but they still took pamphlets, signed the petition or bought a sticker or band.  It was a very non-invasive stand.  I had to tell myself to take a breath and relax and not chase people away. 
I have such a sense of urgency about the suffering animals are going through and I really want people to know that it has to stop NOW, but I realised that would hinder my aims rather than help them, and I wouldn't get offered another stand in that mall again.  So I forced myself to take a breath (many) and just let people read the pamphlets and I waited till they felt comfortable enough with what the stand was about to ask questions or engage in conversation.  
The response I got was that many people are truly concerned for the level cruelty in our world towards animals particularly and they were very happy to just have someone to talk to.  It helped me that there was no pressure to sell anything and I think I got a more positive response from the public because I wasn't asking for money.  The emphasis was that they could have as many pamphlets or magazines as they wanted for free and if they wanted to make a donation they could buy a sticker or a band. 
 

Total funds raised: R380 for CIWF, R180 for BWC, and 61 signatures for the Animals Matter To Me Petition.
 

I played the "What came first?  The Chicken or the Egg" presentation for 2 hours on my laptop before the battery ran flat, but I wonder if the hassle is worth it.  People were more interested in the pamphlets or in asking questions.  I did notice one person watching the presentation (and flinching - understandably).
Thank you Louise and Lejane for the dvd's you lent me, I had 2 nights of bawling my eyes out to the atrocities of the seal hunt - it goes beyond believable what people will do for money and fashion!! And the sad story of the baby boy calf Ubuntu has made me even more vegan than ever ... I knew the plight of the bullock calves, but that was only intellectual knowledge.  Louise, hats off to you for fighting in the trenches and dealing with the absolute horror of the calf auctions and the starvation they endure while WE drink their mother's milk.  It's absolutely shattering.  I had a calf pet when I was a kid, and he disappeared one day.  I understand clearly now what horrific cruelty that little calf was subjected to and feel a lot of guilt.  Although I couldn't have known better then, I will do better now.
 

I haven't any definite plans for next week as this week was a trial run and I have to check availability, but I definitely want to continue manning a stand on a weekly basis over the busiest shopping time from 9am to 2pm.  I really need to be able to do something practical that will make a difference.  Even if I just managed to persuade the one lady I spoke to into having one vegetarian meal a week, then its worth it.  That's time well spent in my life.  When I think of the number of animals that have suffered in order to bring me food, clothing, cosmetics, medicine, coldrinks ... some water filtration systems even use animal bones! ... I have a lot of making up to do.  Until I can actually rescue animals from the horrors they are enduring every minute of every day, I will try and engage the human element and spread compassion for our fellow sentient beings.
 

And as I said before - its worth it.  Don't ever forget.  Never give up.  Do something that makes a difference.  Today.
Karen Johnson
Cape Town, South Africa
Back to Basics

Having read through what Karen wrote about her experiences, it is time to introduce what we (BWC and AANN) the “Back to Basics” campaign.

Over the years, we have encouraged people to do various things to help animals and now that we have so many new people on board who are ready for action, I thought that this would be a good time to go over certain basic ideas again; ideas that do so much to raise awareness of the plight of animals amongst the general public.

· Like Karen (and Nathan who does this so regularly), we can find a mall, shopping centre, Spar area, flea market, club, bar, restaurant etc. that will allow us the opportunity to have a stand for a day or two per month.




BWC, Animal Voice and other organisations will 
 
only too happy to send you materials that you can 
hand out to people.

It is one of the most important things you can do, 
namely to empower people with information and 
engage them in discussing the plight of our 
animals.

· Hold an “Animal Party” at which you invite people around, have veggie food and show some short videos on the subject of animal abuse and then discuss afterwards.  

· Get people to take the “Veggie Pledge”; namely that they will either go veggie for a couple of days or that they choose one day a week to not eat meat and to keep to that as long as they can.


Some people feel comfortable enough to stay 
veggie afterwards.


Our most notable success was when Toni 
challenged John Maytham and his listeners on 
Cape Talk to go veggie for three days and one 
listener ending up feeling so comfortable and so 
much healthier that she 
has decided to stay 
veggie.

· We have already had a complete network news whose sole subject was letter writing and may I say how successful you all are at just that.  Please continue to do so as much as you can.

· Have regular get togethers in your area to brainstorm and to learn from each other.

· Join training sessions that are organised by animal rights organisations – although we often think we know what to do, we learn so much.

· MAKE THE EFFORT to support the various events, protests and festivals that are being held on behalf of animals (this was particularly disappointing for me at the Rafikis event; five people from this network pitched and three made their apologies – very very disappointing)

· Especially the protests.  It’s all very well for people to talk about how they wish to change the world, but then cannot make the effort to come to a protest.


I know it’s difficult, what with work, school, varsity 
and other obligations, but so many people, if they 
know a protest is happening, organise the time off 
way in advance to ensure that they can register 
their voice against the abuse of animals.

I know many of you already help out with fostering of animals, rescuing of animals, feeding of strays, work with sterilisation programs, but so do many of those who do pitch and who want to be heard on behalf of those who suffer.

Send us your ideas and give us feedback on what you have done to make a difference, no matter how small or large.  Any idea you have that you feel has merit, send it in and let’s see if you and we can make it happen.
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Requests for Donations
Money makes the world go round, the world go round, the world go round…….

S you are all aware, every little place that is doing their utmost to help animals needs money to do so effectively.

Sometimes it is for a specific problem over and above the day to day upkeep of the animals in their care, as is the case here with Kitty Shelter:

Kitty Shelter has rescued three kittens from an industrial area.  They were all born without eyelids.  There is an operation that can be performed to save their sight.  This operation however can only take 

place when the kittens are about 6 months old.

Kitty Shelter is trying to raise finds for their operation and we are also trying to find special homes for our cats that we have named  Chili, Honey and Abby.

Without this operation they will continually get eye infections which will eventually result in them losing their eyes.

Please make your donations to :

Kitty Shelter

First National Bank

Melrose Arch

Branch code: 254405

Account Number: 62068805418

Reference : kitty eyes

Our contact details are as follows:

45 New Port Street, Parkwood

Telephone : 011 4475275 / www.kittyshelter.co.za Merien : 0825505961 / Charmaine : 0832669277 / Tammy : 0820777678

THANK YOU!

Love & Hisses
Charmaine

Kitty Shelter

Further to this, please find it in your heart to help Capetonians against Animal Abuse are struggling for food for the cats they feed in Paardeneiland, Brooklyn, Milnerton and now also two to three foster homes who have large amounts of kittens and cats that are looking for homes.

If you can help, either contact me if you can drop off food or if I should collect, or if you wish to donate money towards the food, here are the details:

Capetonians against Animal Abuse

Standard Bank Bayside

Account Number:           2712 3397

Cheque Account

We also have in our care a lovely little kitty called Wobbles who walks with very stiff back legs, whose head wobbles and who is fiercely keen to live the best life she can under these circumstances.
We also have D-Form who is in trouble with his eyes and who needs medicines and we have just had 9 cats neutered – thankfully SAMAST will help us with all the others that we still need to trap and neuter so that we can continue to keep the population down.
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Fireworks
And once again, it is coming close to that time of the year where the idiots in the neighbourhood and those at sports clubs and waterfronts etc. think it would be a great idea to either have PERCUSSION fireworks (God, I can never get over how that is permitted) or other fireworks displays to celebrate some outdated pathetic English holiday called Guy Fawkes.

As you well know, and as those of you who work for animal welfare organisations well see, this annual display of idiotic behaviour ends up with frantic and terrified animals getting into desperate situations in their frantic attempts to escape the noise.

NOW is the time to check out your local events calendar and if you see that anybody intends to hold a fireworks display, to complain NOW already.

If you are unable to stop the fireworks and it is close to your area, we will, in the next newsletter give you hints and tips as to how to minimise the trauma for your animals.

Please also throughout the year, continue to campaign with your local councillors to have fireworks banned once and for all in this country.

Foie Gras Campaign

Toni from the Foie Gras Campaign sent this info in:
PROTEST

My heartfelt thanks to Lejane, Beryl, Tamsin, Marlei and Gin who braved the hail and howling winds to protest Foie Gras on Friday 27th. 
We had a ball, really, in the street, learnt so much from the get-together afterward and are the better friends for it. There will be one in the warmer weather, where we assume we will have a turnout of hundreds! 
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And yes, it was howling – as you can see, we looked like Michelin Men we were so wrapped up in clothing.  But yes, a good time was had by all; even though Lejane ended up as sick as anything in the next week (
Nando’s Campaign

We are still holding thumbs that you are sending letters furiously to Nando’s requesting them to become a more compassionate and ethical company by changing over from broiler chickens to free range.

Please keep bombarding them with those letters as although we may never be able to stop them from slaughtering these poor animals, we can at least do our utmost to try and get a halfway decent life for them while they are still alive and kicking (at least we can hopefully get them some space to kick).

Heather wrote this letter in support of our campaign:

I commend Nando's for contributing to the Keep Cape Town Warm Campaign for feeding the poor,  (CT,July 12), however,  it would be a  honourable grand gesture if Nando's would extend some of its compassion and kindness towards the chickens it  sells by choosing to trade only in organic and free range instead of factory farmed chickens.
Factory farmed chickens are crammed into sheds that might comfortably fit a few hundred but house approximately 27 000 chickens at a time, without fresh air or room to move. Growth hormones speed up the process and a chicken that would take a year to reach full size, becomes ready in 40 days. But the horror isn't over yet! Because of the forced growth many of the chickens' legs become brittle and deformed. When the killing occurs, If the electrically charged water and the throat slitting doesn't render them unconscious, they may still be conscious  when they are plunged into boiling water  (to remove the feathers).
 

How about contributing to a Keep As Kind As We Can To All Sentient Beings Campaign, Nando's?  
Heather Howe
Well said Heather!  Like Heather please continue to tell Nando’s what you think of their policy of using broiler chickens that suffer dreadfully from birth to slaughter.
Message from Animal Voice
A message from Louise at Animal Voice:

This latest issue of Animal Voice potentially has the power to ring in significant changes for the animals. If it is possible for you to disseminate it, I would be immensely grateful. People requiring a free hard copy - or indeed, several hard copies in order to help with the distribution process, should send their postal addresses to: avoice@yebo.co.za  

The importance of this issue is three-fold:

1. The Constitutional Joint Review Committee is prepared to consider amending the South African Constitution to acknowledge that animals are "Sentient Beings". 

This is of enormous importance because the 
National Schools Curriculum is based on the 
Constitution, and if acknowledgement of animals 
as sentient beings is included in the Constitution, 
this would have to be reflected in the curriculum. 
The inclusion of animals in the Constitution is the 
one and only way to ensure that South Africa's 
learners learn about care and respect for animals, 
as feeling beings as opposed to 'commodities' - 
on a daily basis. We need the Constitutional Joint 
Review Committee to be bombarded with the 
petition postcard included in Animal Voice.

2. The existing Animals Protection Act is being 

updated by the Department of Agriculture and will eventually become the new Animal Care and Protection Act. 

At the moment it is still in its draft policy stage. It 
includes no mention of animals as sentient 
beings, and does not phase-out battery cages for 
laying hens nor gestation crates for pigs. It is 
unthinkable that we would allow this draft new 
legislation, with all its antiquated baggage, to 
come into being. We need to bombard the DG for 
Agriculture with the petition postcard included in 
Animal Voice. 

3. South Africa stands to be awarded an internationally acclaimed Animal Welfare Leadership Award by the World Society for the Protection of Animals. This is because we are a leading country in gaining signatures for the petition Animals Matter to Me that is ultimately to be presented to the United Nations General Assembly for it to institute a Universal Declaration on Animal Welfare. 
We need 30 000 more signatures in order to 
qualify for this Leadership Award which would 
help generate a lot of positive publicity for the animal cause - especially since the Award will be made to a leading member of our government. The Animals Matter to Me petition is in the latest issue of Animal Voice.        

Never before have we been in a position to help the animals as much as we are now.
Warm wishes and deep appreciation for your wonderful efforts and support.
Louise van der Merwe
Editor: Animal Voice
Managing Trustee: The Humane Education Trust
SA Representative: Compassion in World Farming
Tel./Fax +27 21 852 8160
www.animal-voice.org
Seal Campaign

Please continue to help Seal Alert in their Boycott Namibia capmpaign in order for the government there to start realizing that people from around the world are not pleased with them continuing their annual seal cull.
We also have a pamphlet that we will add to the mail, please print out, sent out and distribute freely to ensure maximum exposure of this issue.

Campaign against Canned Hunting
The Campaign is pushing ever more strongly forward with the hopes of branching out into Durban this year - but this was not to be. Even though we have people who are willing and able to assist us, we are in need of funding (isn't that always the case of welfare groups?).

 

Canned hunting is increasingly becoming a topic of discussion with heated arguments from both sides which means that the Campaign against Canned Hunting is making progress by initiating dialogue between those who are FOR the ban and those who wish to hang onto this obsolete obsession.

 

I was recently the recipient of the following email from a hunter (NOT canned hunting, he assures me): 

 
[Quote] I hope to god that you are another one of those sick jokers on the internet, your total disregard for the acceptance of managing wildlife is nothing short of irresponsible!!! I will not harp on about the other issues, merely [that] your take on the culling of elephant is so incredibly damaging, short sighted and will one day ensure that none of our wildlife survives. Try to get away from the shadow of the "mountain" that you live under and find out what is really going on, you incredibly naïve individual! [End Quote]

I wrote back a one-liner thanking him for sharing his opinion to which he is entitled.

Within an hour I got a call from him and we spoke for about 30 minutes during which time he apologized profusely for his remarks and admitted that it had been a knee-jerk reaction (especially since I had NOT made any reference to the 'elephant cull' he'd mentioned but I feel he was projecting his anger towards whomever had written it, onto me - big shoulders that I have! :))

 

Regarding canned hunting he whole-heartedly agreed with me and could find no fault in our Campaign as he was totally against canned hunting of any kind and agreed that those guys were nothing more than cowards (my words, not his). In fact he assured me that, as a Professional Hunter, the PH organization, were chomping at the bit to shut down those canned breeders and hunting orgs as much as we are. 

 

I (personally) would like to see ALL hunting stopped in SA, as they did in Kenya over 30 years ago. Hunting of any kind in Kenya is considered a criminal offence, but I realize that because of the hunting culture of SA it will be a long war which is why we've begun with the smaller 'battle' of encouraging Govt to stop the breeding of predators in captivity; the handling of predator cubs by humans; the canned hunting of predators. It may be a 'battle' to us, but for the lions, eking out miserable existences in miserable conditions it will mean the Right of living without the fear of an unspeakably cruel death. Softly, softly ...

 

Once again, to continue this Campaign we need funding. If readers know of organizations (world-wide) that are looking to put their money into worthy Campaigns, please contact me to discuss it. Every donation, big or small, will be used in putting an end to the infliction of suffering upon our brother animals and the curtailment of their enjoyment.

 
We do not accept that a difference in species alone (any more than a difference in race) can justify wanton exploitation or oppression, in the name of science, sport, for food, commercial profit or other human gain.
 We declare our belief that all sentient creatures have rights of life, liberty and the quest for happiness.

 

Please help us protect the above Rights of Animals.

 

With warm regards

Marlei Martins – Campaign against Canned Lion Hunting
+27 (0) 21 557 4486
+27 (0) 82 765 6850
marlei@cannedlion.co.za 
www.cannedlion.co.za
Upcoming Events

If you have an event you wish to advertise, please do send me the info soonest.

Cape Town
12th September 2007
BWC will be hosting a fundraiser and awareness evening for the Campaign against Canned Hunting.

It will be an Indian evening in Table View and will feature Chris Mercer from the Campaign as our guest speaker.

We will keep you posted on further details.

27th September to 4th October 2007
BWC will be hosting the first South African Animal Rights Film Festival at the Labia in Cape Town.

Further details will be posted.

This will be hugely exciting as we have been given permission for an exclusive screening of “EARTHLINGS” as well as movies such as “Mad Cowboy”, “Direct Action”, Behind the Mask” and many others.
There will be lectures as well as Q and A sessions.  BWC will be hosting a stand at which anybody can come to collect materials to help us in the fight against animal abuse.
16th and 17th November 2007

BWC will this year also be the hosts of the “Animals Rock Concert” to be held on this weekend at the Corner Bar in Durbanville.

Sessions will be on Friday and Saturday night with an under 18’s session on Saturday Afternoon.

Bands that have confirmed are:

12th Avenue

Mind Assault

Reburn

Zenith

Feedback
Original Sin
Six of Nine
These Three Words
The Fractured

We are waiting for confirmation from various other bands and will keep you posted.

8th December 2007

BWC will be hosting an “Animal Awareness Day” (and night) at the Hamiltons Rugby Club with stalls and many other events happening throughout the day.

We will have music in the afternoon with a special appearance by “Wrinkly Rockers” and we will then party the night out to “12th Avenue” with oldies and goodies as well as some of their own hits.

Should any organisation be interested in taking part in what looks to be a very exciting day, please contact us soonest on 021 – 559 7324.
AND NOW ON TO THE BIGGEST EVENT OF THE YEAR – INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL RIGHTS DAY

ON MONDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2007.

We are hoping that each city, town and village will hold a gathering near a government building on that day.

BWC will be organising the gatherings in Cape Town and Joburg, but we do need volunteers for all other areas.

Rhyan has tentatively agreed to organise the Durban event – we are waiting on confirmation of that.

This year, please ask your boss NOW already if you can have the day off and be there.  Let’s make this protest the one that shows that South Africans care and let’s be there in our hundreds.

Again, I will keep you posted as we get in info around this day, but I would so much like to see gatherings in East London, Bloemfontein, George, Knysna etc. and this year, let both animal rights activists and welfare organisations stand together under the banner of 

Human Rights, Animal Rights
I will wait to hear from you.
There is so much more to tell you about, but this letter is getting very long and I will have to wait until next time.  I also wanted to print all the wonderful letters that went out, but that will also have to wait.
I also want to send a very warm welcome to all of our new activists that have signed on to receive our newsletter and my last wish is for all of us to continue to make as much noise on behalf of those who cannot speak.

We are being heard and as there are still not enough who are hearing us, we must continue to write, protest, fundraise and make aware.

Hope to hear from all of you soon !
Please do remember the following websites for more info:

www.bwcsa.co.za
www.sentience.co.za
www.animalrightsafrica.org
www.animal-voice.org
www.vegansociety.co.za



HAND PAINTED TEE SHIRTS


You provide the tee, give an idea for the design or mail her your artwork idea and Judith will paint it for you @ R100. 


Alternately a basic tee will be provided at no add on, plus R100 for the artwork. 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:judith@ronmarx.com" \o "mailto:judith@ronmarx.com" �judith@ronmarx.com� or 083 2889538 


Cape Town














I would like to take this opportunity to thank Vondi’s  who donated three or four bags of their wonderfull kitty food for our stray babies.





I also recommend the food highly and if you are looking for something natural for your cats to eat that you give Vondi’s a call.











VONDI’S


Holistic Pet Nutrition


The Healthy Natural Alternative Food


For Cats





Personally Seasoned with Love





Call


021 – 439 1784
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