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      16th September 2007
Hi To All
I have to start this newsletter first by thanking those of you who do amazing work and are ALWAYS 
there when needed for any event and are willing to give up evenings and weekends without fail.

The only problem is, it’s always the same few who come through for us and this is what this whole newsletter will be about.

I was so disappointed recently when pleas for support on various projects literally only fell on the ears of those who already spend many hours a week over and above their work and family commitments to support animal causes and events.  In fact, there are even some who do so much work that they have ended up exhausted and close to collapse trying to fit in everything and I do not see that as fair anymore that so much of what is needed to be done lies on so few shoulders
So many of you who joined up to receive this newsletter re-assured me when I was first contacted, that your hearts are 100% with us and that you were willing to spend as much time as needed on helping animals in this country towards a better life.

From emails and other communication I have received, out of about 1 000 people, we have about 150 people who are actively involved, either weekly or some even daily, in making changes in the lives of animals.  
That leaves me with close on 900 people or so who either do and never tell or who as yet have not yet stepped up to the plate, either because they don’t know how or perhaps are not as committed yet as we would like to see all of us be.

This newsletter will put together a list of projects that need the help of volunteers and it would give me so much pleasure to see those people who as yet have not been seen or heard of coming forward and showing us that they are ready to help us turn the tide of animal abuse and make a difference……
First up is around finding homes for animals.

PROECT ONE - Home Finding
On a daily basis, we receive countless emails with pictures of animals that are looking for homes – in fact, I sometimes receive the same email up to four or five times and on one occasion even received something like 37 emails around this issue in one morning.

The things is that many people are coming back to me and saying that although they don’t wish to take themselves off the mailing lists just in case, that too often when faced with so much need, they just delete the mails as there are just too many to cope with.

We are therefore now looking at a person willing to tackle this project and take on the following:

· Some sponsorship from an IT or media company preferably

· Some web space and someone with the skills to set it up

· We need someone to co-ordinate the site and ensure that it stays well managed.

Of course, a lot of discussion would have to go into this, but with a project manager and some solid volunteers, this can change so much and make a huge difference to the current very inefficient system of emails.

If you are keen or can see yourself being able to help, please contact me and I will put you all together via mail and you can then run with the project, keeping the newsletter updated on your progress as you go along.

I would love to see www.animaladoptions.org.za as a site soon……..

PROJECT TWO –
 Animal Rights Film Festival
As you by now all know, BWC will be hosting a film festival at the Labia here in Cape Town and then straight afterwards the film festival will move to a new venue in Gauteng next to Earth 2 end October/beg November.
BWC will also be bringing Keith Mann, one of the world’s most renowned animal rights activists out for the festivals as well as for the Animals Rock Concert.

What we need is your enthusiasm, your attendance, your help in getting Keith interviews via TV and media – this is an opportunity that cannot be missed.

PLEASE ensure that we have great attendance at the festivals and ensure that the world gets to hear about our cause !!!!!!

We might also need some volunteers to man stalls and hand out pamphlets etc., but from what I can see we have had a good response already here in Cape Town – if you wish to help out in Joburg, please do contact Anne van Vliet at mwvliet@mweb.co.za
PROJECT THREE – Animals Rock Concert
The 16th and 17th November will see Cape Town rocking with something like 15 rock bands playing at the Corner Bar right through the weekend again hosted by BWC.

Got to tell you, even though few of them are actual animal rights activists, boy, when it comes to helping out – ROCKERS ROCK !!!!!!!

We have already gotten volunteers to do the pamphlets and posters, printers who will print 5 000 pamphlets and a couple of 100 posters FOR FREE, people who are keen to help make the event a success – it’s overwhelming how wonderful the guys and gals are.

Again, Keith Mann will be attending to help us raise awareness around animal issues and to talk to people about why he does what he does etc., but we will once again need your attendance and your enthusiasm in maybe helping us hand out pamphlets, ensure that they are at various universities and colleges and that the event is so well-publicised that just everybody who is anybody knows about it.

Further to that, we do need items such as upmarket porta-potties, an outdoor screen, extra manpower for the BWC table  - in this case, the thrust is to tell people about “Living without Cruelty” but to push the need for sterilization as the recipients of the funds raised are the following organizations:
M.E.R.CY

Caspian Alexander Trust

Capetonians against Animal Abuse

all of whom are involved in just that.

PROJECT FOUR – Helping your Local Groups 

There are certain things that the above-mentioned animal organizations always need:

Funds and Food

We are begging people to simply ask their management if they can put a nicely designed cat food collection box in their offices or at a prominent place at their companies and when people remember, they can drop tins of food for animals in.

Perhaps there are some of you who can arrange small fundraisers or as I do at birthdays and other events, ask people not to give presents, but to rather bring donations for your closest animal organization.

We call it “BIRTHDAYS FOR THE CAUSE” and although I love getting goodies that make me feel good on the outside, this is a million times better as it makes me feel great on the inside.  It also reminds my friends of what’s important.

Perhaps now with Christmas coming up, we can look at making it a “CHRISTMAS WITH A PURPOSE” and instead of the usual round of hurtling through the shops at the last minute, we just put a donation tin under the Christmas tree and ask all to rather donate the money they would’ve spent on gifts to buying food for feral and stray animals and for the sterilization campaigns.

PROJECT FIVE – Mall and Market Project
You have already heard about this and we have already seen this in wonderful action by people like Heather, Toni and especially Karen who go out on a regular basis armed with pamphlets and posters around the organization of their choice and educate, educate, educate the public.
This is the best project to work on because of the interaction with people.  Although sometimes frustrating, it has its really wonderful moments when you actually get through to someone and they promise to make changes.  

You never know how many people you might convert and if nothing else, often you will find that if they don’t want to hear, they will often just put money in the tin which will then help your favourite cause.

If you want to hear more about how you can help hear, please do get back to me soonest and I will be happy to ensure you get all the posters, pamphlets and information you might need to start doing this.

Once a month and if 20 or so of you do it regularly, you could start making some amazing changes in the lives of animals.

PROJECT SIX – Universities and Colleges

We already have fabulous people doing fabulous work at universities and colleges (GO TAMSIN); however, BWC in particular is looking to set up student organizations under the “Living without Cruelty” project – in this case, “Students for BWC – Living without Cruelty”.

If you are a student and you wish to help us set up an organization at your school, college or university, please do come back to us soonest and we will ensure that we get on to it soonest.
We will follow up with intensive training sessions for those volunteers so that you can spread the message amongst your peers.

Of course, we will also help you set up the organisations officially, we will help you by setting up films and lectures for you or if you feel other ideas would make an impact, we will be glad to help you put them together.

Call me and we will get started soonest.

University of Cape Town is already getting moving and so is Varsity College here in Cape Town – we will all learn together as we go along.

PROJECT SEVEN – Business without Cruelty

This project is in its beginning stages, but we will be telling you more about it soonest.
The object is to have a monthly meeting of people, be they self-employed, small business owners, restaurant owners, corporate employees etc. to see how we can ensure that our businesses run by earth and animal people can help each other grow and make money.

Some ideas around this are:

· If you work for a corporate, try and steer work towards those smaller businesses you know are owned by people who are activists and who work for animals or the earth and run their businesses along the best ethics they can.

· Small business owners can work together to ensure that they can offer a wide range of services to their clients and in doing so, broaden their base of customers.

There are 100’s of other ways in which we can help each other by doing good and ethical business and should you wish to start up something like this in your area, give me a shout and we can discuss taking this forward.

Capetonians will be having their first meeting soonest – hopefully 100’s of you will make the effort to attend.
Let’s help each other become successful !!!!!

PROJECT SEVEN – Animal Awareness Day
Again, as you are aware, BWC is hosting a HUGE Animal Awareness Day here in Cape Town and we need ALL organizations who wish to have their say to join us.

We want to see 100’s of stalls and goodies, all telling Cape Town about your causes and beliefs and showing people how they can help to make a difference in the lives of animals.

If you are not part of an organization, but would like to take the opportunity to showcase your goods and wares to a wide audience for year end gifts etc. we would love to see you there.

If you are interested, I have attached forms for you to fill in and send through.

If you can provide entertainment and are keen to do so on the day, give us a shout.  If you have ideas you feel will help us make the day a success, please call me soonest and tell me more.
We will need volunteers for first aid, to help us direct traffic and generally oversee the day, so if you would like to help, again give me a call.

AND NOW, THE PIECE DE RESISTANCE PROJECT, THE ONE ALL MUST PLEASE TAKE PART IN:
PROJECT EIGHT – International Animal Rights Day 10TH December 2007

This year on the 10th December 2007, I want to see you in your thousands in the streets with posters and banners, declaring that the time has come for animal rights to be recognized.
So far, we have BWC in Cape Town and Johannesburg organizing the events and gatherings and filling out the forms necessary to ensure it is all legal and above board in those areas, but need volunteers for the following areas:

Bloemfontein

Durban

Pieter Maritzburg

Knysna/George

Port Elizabeth

East London

Pretoria

Stellenbosch

Grahamstown

And any other areas we live.

I would further like to make a request that just for this day, whether you are an animal welfare organisation, an animal rights organization, an individual, a school, a college whatever, please let us all come together to show that animals in this countries have support and that we will not tolerate the abuse of them anymore.

If you wish to help and need some guidance, you all know where I am……

REMARKS AND CONCLUSIONS
I personally now would like to take this opportunity to call on ALL of you to step up and even if it is for only an hour a month to do something, to help out at events that are happening, that when we call for help, that you will answer, that when we invite, you will be there.

Further comments from other activists:

If all 900 people on your mailing list were like you, Beryl, Heather, Toni, Louise and me - imagine - they wouldn't stand a chance.
 

People just so underestimate the power they have to create a demand for cruelty-free products.  If they'd exercise self restraint and only buy cruelty-free products, there wouldn't be anything else but cruelty-free. 
I think its more than animal awareness that needs to happen, its all about ethics, values and moral fibre.  We've all sold our souls to the devil for lipstick and a good figure.  I'm hoping to buy mine back by doing everything I can to make amends for the billions and billions of animals that have been killed in my name ... it just is more than I can bear to live with unless I do something about it.
Karen 

Well said, Karen, and as someone who is out there every single moment of her free time educating people wherever and whenever she can, I can certainly tell you, that if we had a couple of 1 000 like Karen, animals wouldn’t even need us any more.

And this in from Heather, who deserves special kudos as well, as even though she and her relatives  are struggling with illness in the family, Heather NEVER lets us down and nor does her husband with his unflinching support of her work.  What a couple and both have my utmost admiration and thanks for always being there for animals !

5HR OUT OF 672Hrs PLEDGE
 

I challenge all AANN subscribers to pledge at least 5hrs out of 672 hrs (which make up a month) to do animal activist work, be it attending a function or a demo, or manning a table.
 

Think about other successful activist groups like the TAC (Treatment Action Campaign) that get thousands of activists to demos and meetings. 

Yes, I know, the TAC mobilises around AIDS which is a life/death survival issue. But if you think of it, animals living in factory and fur farms, laboratories,  or ill-treated and neglected in domestic situations, are also facing life/death survival issues and WE ARE THEIR ONLY VOICE!!      
 

So let's get out there, shift a mindset, change an attitude, and ignite a passion for animal rights. A few hours a month will make a difference.
Heather   
By day end today, 
Animal Activist Network News

Beauty without Cruelty

Campaign against Canned Hunting

Animal Rights Africa

Compassion in World Farming, Capetonians against Animal Abuse

MERCY

TEARS

DARG

Caspian Alexander Trust

Animal Rescue Organisation

Wetnose

SPCA 
and all the wonderful organisations that I cannot think of right now and that

that need your help and time 
will be flooded with ideas for fundraisers, volunteers, food and money 
to help them continue to make South Africa a better place for animals.
Before I round off today’s newsletter, I would like a very warm round of applause for the following people:

TAMSIN NEL

HEATHER HOWE

KAREN JOHNSON

TONI BROCKHOVEN

RUDI KURT

STEVE BAILEY

And a standing ovation for 

WAYNE B.
Capetonians against Animal Abuse has great need to be so grateful to Wayne for always just being there, be it with a donation or raising awareness or attending events or bringing people with or just plain lending a shoulder.

BWC has reason to say thank you as Wayne is the prime motivator and helper on another one of our fabulous projects – the 2008 BWC Awareness Calendar.
Wayne, thanks are never enough, but all we have, so thank you, thank you, thank you !!!!!!
I will end this call to arms on that note and cannot wait to hear from all of you as to how you intend to make a difference TODAY !!!!!
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