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      21st January 2008
Hi To All
I know surprise surprise, another newsletter so soon.  But, at the rate you guys are going, I am being kept on my toes here……

ANTI-FUR CAMPAIGN
I will be running the entire fur campaign and as you are by now all aware, the first shot across the bows in our campaign to ensure that fur does not get sold in South Africa anymore is the anti-fur protest outside Constantia Shopping Mall in Cape Town on the 26th January at 11 am.

It started out as a campaign against a specific shop, but as we are again all aware, more and more shops (especially those from overseas) are now showcasing and selling furs in various places around the country.

The original shop we were complaining about, Caroline Ohlson Boutiques, according to our sources, seem to have REMOVED the offending items from their store (have not yet had an official confirmation from them personally, so this is only according to our sources); however, the protest must and will go ahead as part of the much larger campaign.

The campaign, spearheaded by Beauty without Cruelty, will now look to contacting all the malls in South Africa and requesting that, as part of their leases to retailers, they include a clause banning the sale of fur from any store in their mall.

Further to that, we will do our utmost to try and get as many pledges from people, from celebrities, other boutiques and designers promising to never use fur in their collections and will put them up on the BWC website as well as the Sentience website as examples of the correct way to do business, namely ethically.

In keeping with this campaign, we urge you to get those fingers keying as the best basis from which we can operate is reliance on ALL of you to write to the media and to any store that is selling this abomination.

Another store that has come under the spotlight recently is Callaghan in Cavendish in Cape Town.  However, this story has a happy ending.
I am attaching a brilliant letter sent by Sharon Duggan and urge you to use this as an example of how to address the issue.

Until my eyes were opened, I too thought there was nothing wrong about the fur industry. The fur is so beautiful and feels so good against ones skin. A magnificent fur collar or coat makes you feel beautiful, pampered and glamorous. 
But this is far from the kind of life these beautiful animals lead. I justified it by telling myself that the animals were killed for food – and that it was quite acceptable to do so. It took me a long time to admit to myself that it was wrong – but once that threshold is crossed there is no going back. 
Once you have acquainted yourself with the horrors of the fur industry, no compassionate person could possibly be prepared to participate in such cruelty ever again.

Perhaps you are just like me, and have never taken the time to think about this dilemma, but now that you know how many of us here in South Africa and the world over are committed to getting the message across, perhaps you too will become an ambassador for these beautiful animals, whose very skin is peeled off their backs so that we can look beautiful! 
And so unnecessary, especially in a hot country like South Africa.

I’m appealing to you, as a woman, a wife, a mother, somebody’s daughter, sister, cousin and friend – please acquaint yourself with the horrors that are perpetrated in the fur industry and take a public stand to reject any clothing that is made of fur. Put up signs in your windows to that effect – and become a market leader in compassion!
Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss anything or require further information in this regard. You will find that we are not just hardened activists, but compassionate people who love animals and want to eradicate cruelty from our lives in all its forms. We are driven to speak for those that have no voice! Please join us in this crusade.

Sharon

An outstanding letter, Sharon, and one to emulate and one, which I am pleased to note, had the outcome we wished for and which was just received from Sharon:

I have just had a phone call from Shirley Tamaris of Callaghan’s, thanking me for my letter, and promising that she will NEVER buy fur again. She says it was a ‘guilty’ slip she made, and regrets it sorely. She is going to respond in writing and I will forward it to everybody. 

Please – let’s all mail her and thank her for her decision. She mentioned all the ‘ugly’ letters she received – which all have their place – but let’s show her how grateful we are and applaud her decision. 

She has even been involved with animal rights people, Christine Berry in particular, and says Christine would have been horrified with the fur in her shop. 
Sharon
Please keep those letters polite, educational, fair and firm when you first write.
Well done Sharon – MAJOR APPLAUSE !
We will be updating you on the campaign on the BWC website www.bwcsa.co.za and on the sentience site www.sentience.co.za
Should you have any queries or if you have any information you think I might find useful in the long term campaign, please do get that info to me soonest.  Any queries on the subject, please feel free to contact me.

PROTESTS

In our last newsletter, we gave you updates on various protests and we have had a huge amount of queries come in as to either why we are too polite still and not more aggressive and on the other hand, why we have become so confrontational and in some ways, unpleasant.

Oh dear.

However, from a BWC perspective and this particular mail which we have put together will hopefully explain why most official organizations stick to strict code of conduct during LEGAL protests run under their auspices.

We are fully aware that sometimes we frustrate all of you by adhering to a specific code of conduct when we have official protest – please do realize that it frustrates many of us as well, but here are the reasons why:

Why not name and shame?
We agree with you, we would love to do that, especially during a protest.  But over the years, we have had the following happen and we need to take these events into consideration:

· We have been sued on two occasions where court/lawyer costs were huge. Luckily we won, but the money could have been better spent on projects !
· We have been threatened with court action 6 times and it is only because we stick to the rules and have known we are in the right, that we have managed to survive them all !
· Some of the committee members (in this case, because our names are on the request for permission to protest, that would be you and me, Tamsin) were sued in their private capacity as well and ended up in some financial difficulty, as shops and retail outlets can sue for loss of earnings as a direct result of our protest if we name them personally.
· We could end up galvanizing the malls and the various fur houses and designers to put money into a kitty to get interdicts against any further protest and even get injunctions or restraining orders against us personally, thereby screwing us over completely for the future.
· We could end up being denied permission on a regular basis for any of our protests and with something like another six or so big ones coming up over the next couple of months, BWC refuses to risk that.
· And of course our long term plans and campaigns could be damaged irreparably.
 Negative Publicity

At the moment, we are the good guys and they are the bad guys in the public eye.  Let us not forget that.  
· So, rather get nude (well, as nude as you can without running foul of our nudity laws -, you know what I mean and with the fact that so many of you are so gorgeous, I expect to see all of you on the front page of the newspapers), get dressed up, get picture ready, get funky, stay fun and educate, educate, educate and encourage as many people as possible to do just that


As an example, we already have one person who 
has volunteered to put on a bunny suit and be in a 
leghold trap for most of the protest. We have 
some fake blood that we will be glad to put on T-
shirts, stuffed toys and paint words on flat 
tummy’s on display.


Some people will be coming through on 
motorbikes; hopefully we can strap posters on 
their backs and get them to ride around the area 
advertising our cause in a rather unique way. 

· We will attract the media attention and the attention of the people.  If the people like us, we will ensure that the market goes away and that nobody buys.  
· And please, let us agree on one or two chants that we can vocalize frequently.   Noise is acceptable; in fact, it is a must, especially for the cameras.

Chants recommend are “No Fur in Our Country”; 
“Keep our Country Clean and Fur-Free”, “Only the 
Cruel Wear Fur” (Tamsin will be the cheerleader, 
please follow her guidance).

· So, let us be the nice ones, let’s ignore the hecklers (oh why do I find that so difficult), let’s be sweetness and light.  No confrontation other than pitying looks and sympathetic glances at the foolish and stupid.

· Remember Ghandi, he and his supporters never lifted a hand, just had sit down protests and lie down protest in the face of enormous police brutality. 
· We don’t have that problem, let’s keep the cops on our side and let’s allow the campaign to unfold in a positive manner. 
· We can do regular sit downs, regular stands in malls that come on board and many letters to the media and so many other things that will have an impact; let’s not ensure that the campaign ends and gets closed down before it has started.
· We have received permission for only 20 protestors, however, we are aware that there will be many more.  We will have to therefore spread you out in groups of under 14 (as allowed by the laws of the country) at the various pavement corners and traffic lights around the area with one marshal to look to for guidance for each group.  


Please do not make their jobs difficult and adhere 
to their requests.

· Although you can hand out pamphlets (and we will have up to 5 000 pamphlets to hand out) in the street and on the pavements, try not to hinder traffic or make our police force uncomfortable.  We would rather get all of those pamphlets out and educate as many of the public as we can than get told to close down the protest after only having educated 100 people.
And Unfortunately, The Loss of Potential Protestors and Investors
Much to my shock, I personally have had to field some very worried phone calls from potential protestors, for whom this will be their first protest.
They are afraid of being arrested, losing their jobs, afraid of us as well (that was never supposed to happen) and some are scared to pitch up.  
Some of our longstanding members who invest their money into our organization are also worried about some of what we plan to do.  
I have managed to placate and talk and smile and grimace my way through a couple of conversations and have managed to persuade them that all is good and safe and that although the subject matter is serious, that legal protests leave you feeling great and can be very motivating and uplifting.  I would like them to leave with that feeling.
The shop and the mall are jittery; let’s show them that although we are so against what they are doing, that we are the better people and they are the cruel and   nasties. 

The people who pitch at our demos, who support us and who are uncertain and a bit nervous have put their trust in us as well; please let us not abuse it.
We have a responsibility towards them and their well being; lets us not abuse that responsibility in any way and let us show them how much fun being on the side of right can be.
Protest Itself

As you are aware, the mall and the shop have already consulted their legal teams and could, if felt threatened, shut the protest down.  
We do not want to give them any reason to do so.  
We wish to be out there for the whole two hours allotted to us to get to as many hearts and minds as possible.  

I hope this clears up some of the misconceptions as to why we are so careful some times.  With a long history of court appearances, time wasted and lots of money wasted, we as an organization cannot take the risk of being shut down as some organisations have here and overseas due to financial losses and restraining orders.

If there are any of you who wish to do something outside of our rules of conduct, we must please request that you do so at a protest or gathering or event where you are taking responsibility for yourself.
I would like to make the following recommendations to those of you who might wish to look at other methods of persuasion.

Do your homework down to the finest T (and I mean down to the finest T).   Be aware of the legal framework in which you work, and should you step outside of those boundaries, that you are 100% sure of EXACTLY what the consequences can be and as to whether you are willing to accept them.  

I cannot emphasize this enough and after having spent a lot of time chatting to our fellow activists overseas, they agree with this point wholeheartedly.
Of course, BWC and any official organisation cannot condone any illegal activities.

I hope this clears up any queries you might have and should you still have questions, you know where to find me.

CIRCUS PROTESTS

Anastasya from the Vegan Society and Earth 2 up in the Gauteng area has with the help of other activists tackled the circus issue wholeheartedly.

Here are some pictures from the last protests held and should you wish to be kept updated on this campaign or just want to offer your services, we recommend you email her on Anastasya@earth2.co.za 

We will, as much as possible, keep you updated via the newsletter and action alerts as well.
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These pictures and all the other events that are happening around the country just make me feels so humble and grateful to all of you.

All our longstanding activists out there, such as Steve, Michele, Beryl, Louise, Beatrice who have been slogging away in the trenches for years and years with little or no support can only but be gladdened to see this amazing explosion of activism.

Please join me in a tribute to their wonderful work over the years that has led to this amazing awaking of our consciousness.

I am sure I have left out many, but these are the ones that when many of others gave up, moved on, got bored, got frustrated, burnt out, these are the people that continued to spend every spare moment they had continuing the work.

I know that sometimes they were the only protestors, sometimes the only letter writers.

Thank you to all of you and thank you for being the amazing foundation that you have been.  

With such shining examples of unwavering commitment to the plight of animals over the years, we must follow their example with all of what we have to give.

Thank you again for being the leaders you are.

UPDATE ON THE FOIE GRAS CAMPAIGN
The No Foie Gras campaign is taking off well and we are very proud of what has been accomplished thus far. 

We have several celebrity supporters. The latest is Mayor Helen Zille as of 21 January 2008. Her office does say there is nothing that can be done regarding Foie Gras on Government level (yet) as along with alcohol and tobacco they can not and do not restrict harmful foodstuffs. 

However on a good note the Cape Times ‘Top of the Times’ 25th January will carry an article on Foie Gras in their new ethical eating slot and the Beeld has been in contact for an on line interview as well. 

Joanne Fairbrother has done amazing things with the website THANK YOU and as the site will receive coverage in the press this support is invaluable, not only for the FG campaign but also the other campaigns listed. If you haven’t been to the site in a while, please visit! 

We have been granted permission by the USA to copy, for free distribution, Culinary Cruelty, Foie Gras, the DVD. Now I must just get blanks. It’s 11 minutes or so and not gory, (sad though) but effective. So the first copy will go to MAIN INGREDIENT in Seapoint who still persist in selling it and then Melissa’s etc…..

Again, for those who have supported No FG, thank you – the letters to venues etc are invaluable. 

warm wishes

Toni Brockhoven
ROADSIDE VENDORS OF ANIMALS
As you by now all know, this issue has taken a very nasty turn with these “vendors” now threatening to kill the animal they are selling if you don’t buy.

I am glad to see the reaction of the public and was very heartened to see the activities planned by many of you around this issue.

I spoke to Allan Perrins, head of the Cape of Good Hope SPCA on this issue and this is what he had to say (and show):
We have had our fair share of run-in's with road-side animal sellers and just the other evening confiscated 3 puppies from a group of "skollies" trying to sell them outside a restaurant in Tokai etc.  The puppies were being kept in a shoe box and when we arrived on the scene they tossed the box (containing the puppies) over a 6ft wall and tried to run away.  They did threaten our Inspector who eventually had to call for SAPS back up.  The Retreat Railway Police responded and arrested them.
 

We / I have never heard of any road-side sellers threatening to kill puppies / kittens (or deliberately killing them) although some of their emotional black mail tactics can be very persuasive eg. we recently raced to Rondebosch and apprehended an East African trying to sell 2 puppies at the robots - his tactic was to literally shove them through the car window.  Both these puppies were harbouring deadly contagious diseases and anyone taking them home would almost certainly have compromised the health of any other dogs they came into contact with.
 

I can assure you that we have a zero-tolerance approach towards anyone selling any animal(s) on the side of the road and almost always confiscate or impound the animals and take formal action against the perpetrators.
 

We appear to be winning the war in Cape Town and I will personally ensure that the book is thrown at anyone threatening to harm an innocent animal for any reason whatsoever.
 

The only real way to put an end to this is to discourage people from buying - and to telephone us immediately on (021)  700 4158/9.  We now have a fleet of rapid response vehicles all fitted with sirens, star bars and 2 way radios and are able to respond very quickly with a very good success rate.
 

I will e mail you a photo or two of recent puppies confiscated from road-side sellers.
 

Regards
Allan    
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Are they not just the most adorable little pups?
How can we help?  Well, you have heard Allan’s advice, but furthermore, let us continue to encourage people NOT to buy from roadside vendors and from pet stores as this of course, continues to encourage the trade (and yes, I know how hard it is – you all know of the case where we eventually ended up doing just that as the animal in the pets store was close to dying), and PLEASE continue a vociferous campaign to encourage people that if they wish to share their lives with an animal, that they go through the process of obtaining an unwanted and/or abandoned baby from a welfare organization.
Yes, sometimes the criteria might be a bit strict, but let’s be honest, rather that, than the baby going to another bad home.

And yes, NEUTER NEUTER NEUTER !

I will be discussing this issue further with our local organizations and how we can help them get the message out.

REAL MEN neuter their animals, decent people ensure no more unwanted and abandoned babies and animals ARE NOT A COMMODITY, they are sentient beings.  Let’s do our best to get these messages out there……

BAN FIREWORKS IN SOUTH AFRICA CAMPAIGN

Although this campaign got off to very slow start last year, it has been building momentum.  Further to that, the NSPCA, while acknowledging the problem, refuse to acknowledge anybody else’s efforts except their own when it comes to this issue.

In response to some of our emails, we received this:

Thank you for your mail. 

The NSPCA statement reflects a policy decision which has been taken. 

Efforts of others are not downplayed nor is the NSPCA inflicting our method or stance upon others. 

We have no wish to enter into trial by correspondence nor to do anything but support someone with such strong views as yourself on the issue of fireworks, but laws are not changed by the ordinary man in the street making a voice heard. 

And as part of their official document on the issue, which I will attach to the mail, a section in it has this to say:

PETITIONS

No petition is being drawn up or supported by the NSPCA because: - 

· Petitions have been unsuccessful in the past 

· The law on imports, sales and discharging of fireworks is already watertight

· The petition route is not how laws are enforced or changed

PROTESTS
It has been suggested that marches and protest demonstrations should be held. This is not how the NSPCA operates. 
Besides, it is our firm belief that fireworks has become a subversive operation in that large quantities are imported illegally, a syndicated distribution system then passes them to informal and illegal sellers of the goods which is how they fall into the hands of people who discharge them illegally. Reputable retailers no longer sell fireworks. Small shops are also joining this trend. 
Considering the fact that I can buy fireworks from a TOY SHOP at my local shopping centre…..; ah well, the NSPCA does seem to often live on a different planet to mine.

However, one of our activist took serious offence at the statement that the man in the street cannot do anything to change laws and had this to say:

So, laws are not changed by the ordinary "man" (?) in the street making a voice heard?!
Tell that to the millions of people who opposed apartheid; "ordinary" people who voiced their feelings through protests and demonstrations and were largely responsible for its end!! 
What about the "ordinary" people in Britain, and the rest of Europe, who through protests, petitions and direct action, succeeded in drawing public attention to the plight of experimental animals (which will result in the banning of cosmetic/ingredient testing in Europe by 2012); none of this was achieved by people sitting on their backsides, in offices, negotiating to make animal exploitation more acceptable or "humane"  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!    
I agree.

So, in conjunction with the wonderful people from the Fireworks Banning Initiative (again, letter attached to mail), our campaign has gotten a huge shove from the NSPCA as irate activists take offence to being told that their work is useless.

Let’s show them people – a couple of 100 000’s signatures by June/July and 100’s of people attending the handover – let’s see if we are ignored then !

Please treat this campaign similarly to the sentience campaign and use the following methods:

· Put your own written petition together and off you go; knock on doors, be at those malls, at the festivals, at events, at fleamarkets and get those signatures.
· Ask your local schools, universities and technicons to participate.  Ask whether the children would like to tackle it as a project – this could be very effective because one of our biggest excuses against the banning of fireworks is “but my children love it”.  Tell that to those children who landed up in hospital minus a couple of fingers and burn wounds. 
· Send out the following to as many people as you can and ask them to please send it on to anybody and everybody over the next couple of months:

Beauty without Cruelty has set up a petition on http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/ban-fireworks-in-south-africa asking our Minister of 
Safety and 
Security to once and for all ban 
fireworks in South 
Africa.  We are hoping to have 
over 100 000 signatures by the end of June 2008 
after which we 
will collate all of the signatures 
and make an appointment to hand them over to 
either him or a representative to ensure that our 
request is noted by government.  Please sign and 
once done, please make sure it is sent to all who 
are interested in ending this horror.

We are working in conjunction with the Fireworks 
Banning Initiative led by Laney.  If you wish to 
contact her, her email address is laney@gaisfordpomeroy.co.za
Let’s make this initiative a success, people, and let’s get those 100 000 signatures and let’s start protesting outside some of those places who sell fireworks.  More on this to follow in the next newsletter.

Please do take note that there is still so much to tell and ask you all to do, but keep those letters going to all media etc.

Let’s not keep quiet and I will leave you with a response I got from a newsletter reader and activist in frustration at my last request to tell me what you are all doing and to please keep us posted:

You say speak out so I speak out I'm here, I'm tired and I'm sorry but there is only so much I can do. 
Between the dogs, the house, the crazy neighbour, the high stress job, Vegan SA, the letters, the research, the emails, so many emails creating more letters and now you want emails, the friends want emails, the parent wants love, and the siblings have been neglected; all I want to do is focus.
 I want to be able to advertise, I want the atrocities against animals to be out in the open but how? 
Do I write a book sell millions of copies and start my own brainwashing campaign. To get funding when there are so many real campaigns that desperately need the funding seems unfair.
 Not that my ideas are unreal but they focus on a more long term solution. People in general are ignorant, they do not know, they don't want to see and they certainly don't want to be the odd sheep, but if you put it before them sneakily. Slowly the idea will seep in, "perhaps animals are not inferior, and maybe they do deserve the same treatment" .

So here I am trying desperately to make time, what happens to the time?
I will overcome these time restraints, all restraints. I will write a book, I will stop smoking (booked for 5th Feb), I will carry on writing those letters and be at as many protests as I can. 
I donate already but will become a member of BWC and Animal Rights Africa as well and will consider volunteering (as soon as I get over the fear of possibly becoming an absolute recluse and wanting to destroy the human race.) ~ there it's on paper, now I have to do it :p 
So I'm here and I'm doing my bit don't you worry and thanks for the Newsletter would be lost without out it, promise to write as soon as I can focus (
Lesleigh
I loved this letter as I, and a couple of others, sometimes feel as desperate as Lesleigh does.

All of us have careers, work, family, friends, parents, children, animal companions, commitments, but some of us, like Lesleigh still fit in so much more.

Therefore, is you are as yet not doing anything, how’s about just taking a 2008 resolution to make some space in your time (maybe skip that party, take that day off, give up some of your Saturday) to help those of us who are labouring ceaselessly.

Is there something you feel you can do?  Can you give up time to help out and fundraise or rattle a tin?  Can you bring yourself and friends to the activist training sessions we will be holding?  Why not visit Earth 2 in Emmerentia and talk to other people who feel the same over a great vegan meal?

Come to the events and protest and gatherings.  Invite your friend over for a vegan party.  Show your friends “Behind the Mask” (copies available from Tamsin at Tamsin.nel@webafrica.co.za
Talk to people, go vegan (if you are still a meateater, take a pledge to not eat meat one day of the week at least), speak out……

We need you – the animals need.

Remember, “evil flourishes when good people do nothing”.
DO SOMETHING and tell us about it.  Your idea might just be the start of something big.

And don’t ever give up !
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