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      29 August 2007
Hi To All
Once again, I would like to thank all of you for the incredible effort put in to write letters, to complain and in general make yourselves heard on the subject of animals and their rights.  More and more of our letters are being published, be it in the Citizen, on News 24 sites and in various newspapers as well as reactions from journalists that write for the Heat and You Magazines.

Rape of a Dog

As you by know all know, a dog was raped in Khayelitsha in the last day or so.

From the response I have received from those of you who work closely with these issues, this is by no means an isolated incident at all, in fact, bestiality is alive, well and thriving in our country.

There are various alleged reasons for this apparently, one of the ones that were mentioned that this can either prevent AIDS or cure it.

Words actually fail me and I will have to leave it at that.

I will be following the story closely to see and hear if there is any hope of a prosecution in this case and will keep you posted.

Pig Slaughter
As you are all aware, pigs that were being transported by truck in the King Williams Town area, were thrown out of the truck when it had an accident, at which time people dived in to steal, hack,. Knife and generally slaughter the pigs on the spot while police looked on even when asked to help by SPCA personnel who arrived on the scene.

My heart bleeds for those poor animals who, already traumatized by the transport and the accident, then had to be brutalized further by the dregs of humanity and in full view of police who allegedly then also proceeded to steal animals for slaughter.

I am waiting for feedback on this issue as it has now come up that the police seem to be dragging their heels and that so far, no-one has gotten back to the SPCA with further info or proceedings.

I will try and find further info and also an ICD case number and the contact details as I feel very strongly that we cannot let this one go.
We Smell a Rat

An action alert went out recently to tell you all about a potential idea that was presented to the City of Cape Town by Charles Maisal, the director of the Men on the Side of the Road project, to help rid Cape Town of its rat problem.

Although it was only one idea, it is based on an Indian project called the Night Rat Killers where gangs of men armed with a club and a torch, go out, mesmerize the rats with the light from the torch and then proceed to club them to death.

Besides the fact that to have men armed with clubs roaming the streets at night in our country’s current state has got to be seen as one of the most potentially dangerous ideas, from our point of view of course it is outrageous that someone would dare think up such an inhumane solution for the rat problem.
Rats bred in unhygienic conditions, so the onus is not to kill them, but to get rid of the conditions that lead to an overpopulation of rats.  
Your letters to him and his PR person (who dared mention to one of our activists who phoned that she couldn’t understand what the fuss was as even seals get clubbed) do not seem to have as yet made them see the error of his ways.

Therefore, I would like you to get those fingers working again to tell him what you think of such a bizarre idea at charlesm@employmen.co.za 
Please, if we don’t say anything or we don’t write, we cannot but then blame ourselves if we suddenly find ourselves in town one night confronted by this horrific idea.

I would like to bring to your attention the commissioning of Men At The Side Of The Road employment project to hire workers to bludgeon to death rats in demarcated areas of Cape Town in preparation for the 2010 World Soccer Cup.  This is a disturbing development on a number of levels : a) that it is reminiscent of and sets a precedent for the quick-fix, brutal massacre by poisoning of 10 000 stray animals in Athens before the Olympic Games and b) that  this method is short-sighted and unsustainable treating symptoms rather than causes: the health and welfare issues raised around rats living in sub-economic urban and peri-urban areas needs to be addressed in a holistic, sustainable, humane way for the humans and the rats concerned.
Apparently, as there has been a public outcry to the bludgeoning method, there is at present  a number of alternatives to bludgeoning  that are being mooted by the parties involved, e.g. euthanasia (it must be humane euthanasia); trapping; the use of owls - or feral cats that would be neutered and managed;  and then the most obvious and long-term solution, sanitation.  
It would seem that a concerted effort needs to be made by the council in partnership with business (or Cape Town Partnership) to initiate a public works programme that would train the unemployed to clean up areas that are rife with rats.  
In Alexandra township in Gauteng, workers have been employed to clean up areas around portable toilets. Within days the rat "problem" was solved in this area.
 

 A city's integrity and dignity rises and falls through its treatment of the elderly, the sick, the weak and animals who have no voice.
 
I trust you will investigate this development and bring it to the attention of decision-makers who have the power to initiate positive, creative and decent policy regarding this matter.
Heather Howe
Thanks for the prompt answer. 
Please discard the Men on the Side of the Road option as it is unethical to offer the execution of a violent task to unemployed people. 
 

We fully understand that costs are a problem. However, I suppose that a helpful sponsored organization like SPCA will cover its own costs. Unfortunately we do not have the means to sponsor - besides the owls - the only structural and fundamental solution for this problem: prevention by sanitation. 
 

If you live clean, you never have to clean-up.
If you have no waste containers, you need a lot of labour to collect litter.
If people don't litter and put their waste in containers, rats have no food and don't multiply.
If you poison rats, you poison owls and cats etc.
 

In our experience killing never offers the final solution to a problem. You kill the symptom but not the problem.
Beside the fact that rats are amazing creatures, we respect and thank them for being our best input as they happily show us the origin of our problem: a failing sanitation system.  
 

Again, we fully understand the importance of the cost factor. We advise you to stress the importance of adequate sanitation to the responsible authorities as most civilized countries understand that sanitation has top priority in the protection of public health. A good sanitation system pays back!

As I am not familiar with your sanitation system I have no idea what link - consumers attitude and behaviour regarding waste, recycling, containers, dumps, labour - in that system needs improvement most. 

 

Without adequate preventive measures the pollution, nuisance and subsequent killing never stops.

Drs P.M. Donker

Action Against Poisoning
As a member of the public I was horrified to hear of your proposed idea for ridding the city of its rat population. It probably seemed like a good idea at the time, but surely, after some consideration and some input from people around you, you would probably have realized that it’s not such a good idea after all!!?

Most people are horrified at the notion of clubbing seals to death, and here is a suggestion we do just the same thing with the rats! I accept that we cannot allow the rat population to become a problem but surely there are more humane methods of keeping it in check? I personally have never been aware of a rat problem. I live in the Northern Suburbs in a middle class area and have never seen a rat in all my 25 years living in my house. Presumably they are a problem in areas where the streets are not kept clean and free of garbage and therefore we can assume it is a hygiene problem. Let’s treat it as such and rather use your intended workforce to clean up problem areas, thereby “killing two birds with one stone”!!!  If there is no food source for the rats, their numbers will reduce naturally. That’s the way of nature!  

Imagine kids watching your task force beating the life out of these animals and then presuming that it is ok for them to do the same!!! Where do you draw the line? What will we be teaching them?  Next they’ll be thinking it’s quite acceptable to do the same with cats and dogs!! 
We already have such a battle on our hands with a culture that accepts cruelty to animals as an everyday occurrence. You, like the rest of us, were no doubt disgusted at the story of the man who killed his Husky dog by sawing off its head with a chain saw. Why is this so different?
Whether we consider these animals pests or not, does not mean that they don’t suffer when they are butchered. The thought of causing suffering to any living, feeling being, human or animal, is totally abhorrent to me.
There is so much violence in our society that the very thought of making it legal in this way makes me cringe!!

Please Sir, consider the alternatives. There must be numerous other ways we can prevent the rats from becoming a problem. 
Sharon Duggan
There have been so many wonderful letters that have been sent by others, but I would like to see more to ensure that this man knows quite clearly what we think of his idea.
Just Shoot Them

I was horrified at this information I received from Tamsin about a week ago.

I have just spoken to the Dealer Principle of Aero Mech, Andre de Beer.

I contacted him to see if he would be willing to sponsor a sterilisation per month and this is what he said: ”I am not going to support this government and why don’t you just shoot them?”

To which I replied that the animals have no idea about politics, currency or the JSE, and that sterilisation is all about the animals and their suffering. I informed him that animals were often euthanized but only when the vet decides that this is the best course of action.

I asked him again if would be interested and he replied: “I will donate the R2.50 for the bullet.”

I told him that I had never heard anybody say that and that I am going to include his quote in our next newsletter and thanked him for his time.

I called back to get his email address and he said: “you people are always looking for money”  and “if you quote me in the newspapers I will sue you.”

I replied that he could go ahead and try.
Tamsin has given us further details for Mr. de Beer and should you feel the need to contact him and make your feelings known about his callous attitude, do feel free.  I have personally tried to contact him three times as Editor of the newsletter for his reaction to this issue and have not had a response.

Details are as follows:

AEROMECH      
Tel :  (021) 551-8427
Fax : (021) 555-1001
Cell :  082 455-6252
Email : aeromech@netactive.co.za
 

Company Profile:  Motor Dealers
Physical Address:   32 Montague Drive
Montague Gardens Industria
Milnerton
7441

You might think to yourself as to why this man is important as we hear these kind of comments so often.

However, it sends a reminder to us that we still have so much work to be done, even amongst those we feel should already be educated enough to know better.

This is not so, so even when you are tired and you’ve had enough of my emails and nagging and you think “let someone else do it”, you must remember that these animals are relying on you to not give up, but to carry on as they have no-one else except us.

As for all the functions and events, please do try and be there if you want to make a difference.  Even at our last Rafikis function, those that were there got the opportunity to speak to so many people and to discuss issues with them and answer their queries.

Even if you are not willing to give of your time, perhaps you can see your way to becoming a contributor to any one of the organisations we advertise in the newsletter and by doing so at least allow them to continue their good work.

Contributions to these organisations have been used to help Seal Alert buy a boat, have helped elephants be rescued, have helped small organisations to stay afloat, have helped education programmes in schools.

Don’t fail them and if it is only R25.00 a month, do try and sign up and remember how much difference that small contribution can make.

VeganSA.com Needs Help
This in from Sheldon:

Here’s your opportunity to make a positive contribution to improving the quality for life of vegans in South Africa.

VeganSA.com is searching for regional managers to be responsible for regional vegan listings and to promoting veganism in each region.

Potential regional managers should possess the following:

· Organisational skills to request, manage, store and transfer data;

· Strong communicational ability, with preference given to written skills;

· An average of two flexible hours work per week, starting in two months time. The roles will be voluntary only. 

But most of all, an enthusiastic and inspiring commitment to making a real difference in the fields of veganism and animal rights, will help you secure serious consideration.

This is a genuine call to all of you out there, if you are truly motivated to make a telling contribution to veganism, then this is your chance. Together with the commitment and enthusiasm of the right team, this website will make a telling difference to the hopes of our South African animals.

The VeganSA.com website concept is to:

- Act as a dynamic listing and reference guide for existing vegans, to make their lives easier when booking restaurants and vegan-friendly holiday accommodations, and when out shopping. It will provide much-needed nationwide information on where to and where-not-to dine, sleep, and shop for food and drinks.

- Act as driver to inspire and motivate as many potential new vegans to take up the cause as possible; the more vegans exist in South Africa, the more animals we can help.

- A tool to leverage positive change amongst non-vegan establishments, providing them with compelling reasons and motivations to change course and join our cause.

- Provide much needed publicity and media exposure to vegans.

If you are interested please contact Sheldon Hey (Sheldon@Dive-The-World.com).
I hope that many of you who do have some time will see their way to giving Sheldon the help that he needs for this worthwhile project.

And now for the events page – and let me tell you there is lots happening.

Upcoming Events

If you have an event you wish to advertise, please do send me the info soonest.
At the moment, I have only the info from BWC and although I am glad to see how much we are achieving, I do hope to see other organizations make use of this events facility.

Please do start supporting these events as it is first of all always a great opportunity to see all the activists in one place and just to have some fun together.  

Secondly it is good to know that we are learning more about our chosen cause and that using that knowledge we can then hopefully speak with more confidence on the issues we need to change.

Thirdly, there are great guest speakers coming up and this is where I can finally tell you the great news we have been sitting on:

For our Animals Rock Concert and for the Film Festival coming up in Gauteng, BWC has secured a FABULOUS guest, namely Keith Mann, one of the bravest, most well known animal activists and liberationists and one who featured very prominently in the movie “Behind the Mask”.
Besides being available for the concert and interviews to promote the cause, he will be helping BWC to promote their new campaign of “Beauty is….Living without Cruelty”.

More about this wonderful new campaign at another time.

We will be arranging for activists parties so that all of us get the opportunity to meet, greet and speak to him, ask questions etc. I cannot tell you how excited I am to have this wonderful man here and I wish to take this opportunity to thank Beryl and her committee for making this happen.

For further info, please either call me or mail Beryl on chairperson@bwcsa.co.za

Cape Town
12th September 2007
BWC will be hosting a fundraiser and awareness evening for the Campaign against Canned Hunting.

It will be an Indian evening in Table View and will feature Chris Mercer from the Campaign as our guest speaker.

Further details are attached to this email in an invitation.  I hope that you will all attend to help contribute to this incredibly worthy cause and also to learn more about how to help South Africa get rid of this industry.
27th September to 4th October 2007
BWC will be hosting the first South African Animal Rights Film Festival at the Labia in Cape Town.

Further details will be posted.

This will be hugely exciting as we have been given permission for an exclusive screening of “EARTHLINGS” as well as movies such as “Mad Cowboy”, “Direct Action”, Behind the Mask” and many others.
There will be lectures as well as Q and A sessions.  BWC will be hosting a stand at which anybody can come to collect materials to help us in the fight against animal abuse.
16th and 17th November 2007

BWC will this year also be the hosts of the “Animals Rock Concert” to be held on this weekend at the Corner Bar in Durbanville.

Sessions will be on Friday and Saturday night with an under 18’s session on Saturday Afternoon.

Bands that have confirmed are:

12th Avenue

Mind Assault

Reburn

Zenith

Feedback
Original Sin
Six of Nine
These Three Words
The Fractured
Spratch                                

Stoned Goblin                       

Point Blank

Situs

Pudrema

The line up is superb and now , with the added bonus of having Keith Mann there to talk to the concertgoers, we are sure that besides raising much needed funds for sterilisations, food and vets bills for those that look after our stray and feral colonies around Cape Town, we will surely also enlarge our subscriber and activist base.
21st November to 25th November 2007 (dates to be confirmed)

Thanks to be fantastic people at Earth2 www.earth2.com and their new neighbour, Further www.further.co.za the BWC film festival will travel with Keith Mann to Gauteng.

We are in the middle of working on this and will keep you posted on details.

8th December 2007

BWC will be hosting an “Animal Awareness Day” (and night) at the Hamiltons Rugby Club with stalls and many other events happening throughout the day.

We will have music in the afternoon with a special appearance by “Wrinkly Rockers” and we will then party the night out to “12th Avenue” with oldies and goodies as well as some of their own hits.

Should any organisation be interested in taking part in what looks to be a very exciting day, please contact us soonest on 021 – 559 7324.
I will also attach a form to this mail for you to fill in should you wish to take part.

10th December 2007

AND NOW ON TO THE BIGGEST EVENT OF THE YEAR – INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL RIGHTS DAY

ON MONDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2007.

We are hoping that each city, town and village will hold a gathering near a government building on that day.

BWC will be organising the gatherings in Cape Town and Joburg, but we do need volunteers for all other areas.

Rhyan has tentatively agreed to organise the Durban event – we are waiting on confirmation of that.

This year, please ask your boss NOW already if you can have the day off and be there.  Let’s make this protest the one that shows that South Africans care and let’s be there in our hundreds.

Again, I will keep you posted as we get in info around this day, but I would so much like to see gatherings in East London, Bloemfontein, George, Knysna etc. and this year, let both animal rights activists and welfare organisations stand together under the banner of 

Human Rights, Animal Rights
I will wait to hear from you.

Event Feedback

Again, thanks to Claire Yoh, I wish to mention the wonderful success that BWC’s awareness/fundraiser afternoon was.
Here are some pics:
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As you can see, a great time was had by all.

Landmark Foundation Info
We were reminded last week just how far we still have to go to deal with the persecution of leopards and predators in our region. After recent successes we have been buoyed that the tide is indeed turning. In some ways I believe it is, as many farmers have made the radical change to holistic predator management on their farms, and to this end we will keep pushing the boundaries.

Sadly and regrettably though, an adult male leopard, in his prime at 32 kg, was killed on the farm of Mr Preez du Plessis last week after he was implicated in the killing of 5 sheep on his farm. His farm is situated near the Riverside entrance to the Baviaanskloof – a World Heritage Site and important conservation area. 

This is the 22nd leopard we are aware of losing in this region since late 2002. The Eastern Cape Department of Environmental Affairs issued a destruction permit for the animal on the grounds that a nearby farmer had placed a live trap for a leopard a month before and was unsuccessful in capturing it. The animal was hunted with a pack of dogs, and was reportedly shot once the cat was chased into a tree by the dogs. 

Landmark Foundation is disappointed by this. No attempt was made on this farm to capture this animal in our available live traps. No attempt has been made to implement the array of holistic strategies available to farmers (protective collars, Anatolian dogs, Alpacas, GPS collars, etc). 

We have GPS collars, a compensation mechanism in place for cooperative and collaborative farmers, and a well publicised campaign to prevent and stop these killings. It was thus a major letdown for us that we had lost this animal, needlessly we believe. 

We believe every effort should be made to live trap these cats, every effort should be made to mitigate predator losses, the destruction of an animal should be an absolute last resort. I do not believe we had exhausted all avenues prior to the destruction of this animal, and we are thus of the belief this animal was destroyed needlessly. 

Dr. Bool Smuts

Director

Landmark Foundation

083 324 3344

I don’t think any further comment is needed.
Short Alerts

· I've just gotten an sms from Megan to say that CNA now sell a collectable mag with DVD about hunting.  Cover pic of proud hunter and dead animal on cover. 

This came in from Anne – if anyone has more info 
on this issue, please do send me the details.

· There is a Hi Q tyres TV advert that involves a chimpanzee – we all know that chimps perform under duress – please let them know it is NOT OK, thanks tons.


This one in from Toni – more info would be great.

Help Needed

Wolfshaven Animal Sanctuary

010-408 NPO

 

Wolfshaven Animal Sanctuary   


P O Box 11683                                                 
Cell: 082-824-3378

Rynfield                                                                                                                         

1514

171 Busschau Street

Fairleads
Huge changes are underway here...
 

As a result of the ever increasing numbers of dogs flowing through the Sanctuary, we have reached the point where extra enclosures and Wendy houses have to be put up in order to separate the dogs.  
 

My permanent residents (mostly very old), are taking huge strain from the young intakes...I owe it to them to have a more peaceful life!
 

We have asked for quotes from the local walling people, and the make-over will cost us R38,000...
 

The committee decided that I should rather put out a request via the network before signing any contracts for the work.  
The possibility exists that one or more of the Animails group might have a contact with a walling company and/or producer of Wendy houses that would be willing to allow Wolfshaven: 
a) to pay off the amount over a period of time, or 
b) who might even be able to give us a better deal.
 
Our biggest investment towards procuring the necessary funds is a pastel by Graham Kearney, market value R12,000.  
This was donated with the explicit goal of raising as much money as possible for Wolfshaven. Kearney's work is sought after collector's pieces, both in South Africa and abroad (an Internet search will verify this).  
Big companies buy his work for their boardrooms and CEO's offices, and works sold on recent charity auctions brought in sums in excess of R30,000. 
Wolfshaven is however not prepared to spend precious money that could be used towards our veterinary accounts on a Gala Evening or similar event, we have through all the years operated on low exposure in order to concentrate on the actual rescue work.
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If anyone could please help us with suggestions regarding both of the above issues, it would be greatly appreciated!
 

Maxi Cloete
Chairperson: Wolfshaven Animal Sanctuary
Also, please take note that Wetnose is in desperate need of help as they are once again having problems with their landlord.

For further info, please do go to www.wetnose.org.za 
Volunteers

I desperately need volunteers in the Cape Town area to help me sell raffle tickets that are there to raise money for the Drakenstein Lion Park, one of the most worthwhile causes I have come across in the longest time.

Please call me soonest as we would like to raise R20 000 for the Park and to do that, we need to sell all the tickets.

Thanks
Last Words
There is so much still to say and do, but once again the newsletter is getting long and unwieldy.

I do hope to see all of you at all the events planned and please do remember there is so much more company, such as a “Business without Cruelty” network, a BWC organization at UCT campus, further actions on various issues and great ideas for Christmas.

Do keep me posted on any events you might be having so that I can add it to our events calendar.

Please do remember the following websites for more info:

www.bwcsa.co.za
www.sentience.co.za
www.animalrightsafrica.org
www.animal-voice.org
www.vegansociety.co.za
Thank you

Lejane
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